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Fulcrum Fellows | 2020 -2021 Cohort
Allandra Bulger

Executive Director, Co.act Detroit
Detroit, Michigan
Allandra Bulger has extensive experience in nonprofit leadership,
organizational development, program design and implementation, and
community and economic development. As the Executive Director of Co.act
Detroit, she is leading the development of a “first-of-its-kind” nonprofit
resource and innovation center for Southeast Michigan’s nonprofit and
philanthropic community to connect and access the knowledge, skills
and resources to amplify impact. She holds a master’s degree in public
administration specializing in nonprofit organization and management
from Oakland University, where she is also an adjunct lecturer.

Brent Elrod

Director of Planning & Development, Urban Housing Solutions

Nashville, Tennessee

Brent Elrod is the Director of Planning & Development for Urban Housing
Solutions (UHS). Since 2006, he has overseen acquisition, predevelopment,
design, and construction for UHS through 26 separate projects (1,000+
apartments) with a combined cost of more than $110 million. Brent’s
real estate development experience encompasses everything from site
selection and acquisition to property management. Brent is a member
of the Urban Land Institute-Nashville and the Nashville Civic Design
Center. He holds a Master of Public Policy from the University of Maryland
and a B.A. in philosophy from The George Washington University.

Chriselle Martinez

Assistant Vice President of Membership Development, Nusenda Credit
Union
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Chriselle Martinez is the Assistant Vice President of Membership Development
for Nusenda Credit Union. During her tenure, she has worked to increase
Credit Union membership, nurture relationships with Select Employer Groups
(SEGs), and help drive Nusenda’s change-making initiatives. She spent the
first 10 years of her career in higher education, assisting students to navigate
systems and bridging them to resources. Chriselle’s unique background of
working in large systems with an educational background in Counselor’s
Education allows her to aggregate systems experiences at a granular level.
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Devin Culbertson

Senior Program Director, Enterprise Community Partners
Portland, Oregon
For nearly 15 years, Devin Culbertson has been focused on all aspects of
real estate strategy for achieving affordability in sustainable and connected
communities. As Senior Program Director at Enterprise Community Partners, he
manages the Strong Prosperous and Resilient Communities Challenge (SPARCC)
relationships in Denver, Chicago, and the Bay Area, and shapes capital
and equitable development strategy for the initiative. Devin’s experience
includes working in Enterprise’s tax credit equity group in the Pacific
Northwest, creating a land acquisition loan fund in Seattle, and developing
affordable multifamily housing and single-family homeownership projects.

Donald Rencher

Director of Housing and Revitalization, City of Detroit
Detroit, Michigan
Donald Rencher is the Director of Housing and Revitalization for the City of
Detroit. In this position, Donald develops strategy and guides investment of
U.S. HUD community, housing, and economic development funding. Donald
has overseen more than $500 million investments in mixed-income housing
projects. Before arriving in Detroit, Donald worked as a Senior Attorney for
the Michigan State Housing Development Authority, where he served as lead
counsel over the agency’s billion dollar single-family portfolio. He was
also responsible for housing discrimination-related cases and oversaw
more than 50 large-scale multifamily real estate finance transactions.

Gretchen Beesing

Executive Director, Catalyst Miami
Miami, Florida
Gretchen Beesing joined Catalyst Miami in 2007, directing civic
leadership and policy advocacy programs for more than five years.
She became CEO in 2013. Under Gretchen’s leadership, Catalyst Miami
leads a consortium of partners to design and implement Florida’s first
universal children’s savings program, Future Bound Miami. Gretchen
was a 2015 American Express NGEN Fellow (Independent Sector) and a
2019 Ambassador for Health Equity Fellow (PolicyLink and FSG). She is
an alumna of the Federal Reserve Board’s Community Leaders Forum.
Gretchen is a licensed clinical social worker.
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Helen Leung

Co-Executive Director, LA-Más
Los Angeles, California
Helen Leung is the Co-Executive Director of LA-Más, a nonprofit that fosters
inclusive community development by working alongside lower-income,
working class people of color to shape the future of their neighborhoods.
Helen is a Los Angeles native raised by a working class, first generation
Chinese family. Helen has extensive policy, program and community-based
experience having worked for the City of Los Angeles, Living Cities, and U.S.
Department of Housing & Urban Development. Helen serves on the Los
Angeles City Planning Commission and holds a master’s degree in public
policy and urban planning from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government.

James J. Hardy

Deputy Mayor for Integrated Development, City of Akron
Akron, Ohio
James J. Hardy, MPH, serves as Deputy Mayor for Integrated
Development at the City of Akron, Ohio. In this role, James manages
all aspects of City development including urban planning and design,
business retention and expansion, economic policy, downtown
operations, recreation and parks, and elements of engineering. James
is passionate about legacy cities, and the unique opportunities and
challenges within them. When not at the office, James enjoys taking his
two rescue dogs to the park with his wife, Chrissy, and children, Sophia
and Will, or cheering on his beloved Cleveland sports teams.

Julius Earl Kimbrough

Executive Director, Crescent City Community Land Trust

New Orleans, Louisiana

Julius E. Kimbrough, Jr., is the Executive Director of the Crescent City
Community Land Trust (CCCLT) and a native New Orleanian who has
worked in community development and finance for many years, both
locally and in cities across the country. Before joining CCCLT, he worked
as a foundation program officer, urban planner, economic research
analyst, investment banker and as a community lender. Julius earned
a bachelor’s degree in history from Hampton University, and he holds
master’s degrees in both business administration and public policy from
the University of Chicago.
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Kendra J. Freeman

Director of Community Development & Engagement, Metropolitan
Planning Council
Chicago, Illinois
Kendra J. Freeman is the Director of Community Development & Engagement
at Metropolitan Planning Council. In this role, she oversees the organization’s
housing policy and equitable transit-oriented development (eTOD) programs
and guides its approach to community engagement. With 20 years
of experience in program development and operations, she has held
leadership positions in the private and nonprofit sectors with a focus on
affordable housing and capacity building. Kendra holds a bachelor’s in
sociology and a master’s in public administration from DePaul University.

Lynnette McRae

Director of Neighborhood Strategy, Black Chicago Tomorrow
Chicago, Illinois
Lynnette McRae is a community development strategist with a passion
for economic justice and closing the racial wealth gap. As Director of
Neighborhood Strategy at Black Chicago Tomorrow, Lynnette connects
business and civic partners with community leaders, to increase
resources and investment in the African-American community. Her
background is in housing and economic development, grantmaking,
place-based investment, and policy development. In her spare time,
Lynnette is an avid mentor, traveler, and dessert connoisseur.

Melissa Jones

Executive Director, BARHII
Oakland, California
Melissa Jones, MPA, is the Executive Director of BARHII. Her work focuses
on the intersection of social determinants of health, social inequity, and
well-being. Her experience includes work in municipal government and
non-profits, in the Bay Area’s large and small cities. Melissa is an active
community member in Oakland and also serves on the Association of
Bay Area Government’s Regional Planning Committee, which advises on
regional planning issues. Melissa has additional experience funding and
implementing programs focused on community economic development,
family financial stability, education, and civic empowerment.
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Molly Baltman Leonard

Assistant Director of Communities, Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Chicago, Illinois
Molly Baltman Leonard serves as Assistant Director of the Communities Program
for the Robert R. McCormick Foundation. Under her leadership, the Communities
Program recently developed a new grantmaking strategy to advance racial and
economic equity by working closely with communities that have historically
suffered disinvestment. Through partnership and collaboration, the Program grants
$13 million annually. Prior to joining McCormick, Molly served as Executive Director
of Archeworks, and held various positions in the Child Welfare systems in Illinois
and Michigan. She holds an M.A. from University of Chicago and B.S. from Michigan
State University. She is a native of Detroit and has resided in Chicago since 1997.

Stephanie Tyree

Executive Director, WV Community Development Hub
Charleston, West Virginia
A native of Charleston, West Virginia, Stephanie Tyree is the Executive
Director of the WV Community Development Hub. With more than 10 years of
experience in policy, community development and community organizing, she
has dedicated her career to advancing community-based, systematic solutions
for rural, coal-impacted communities in Central Appalachia. Stephanie has
an undergraduate degree from the University of Pittsburgh and a law degree
from NYU School of Law. She was a 2016 BALLE Fellow, recognized as a “WV
Wonder Woman” by WV Living Magazine in 2016, and was a recipient of
the State’s Journal’s “Next Generation: 40 Under 40” award in 2018.

Trisha Finnegan

Senior Vice President & Chief Strategy Officer, Community Foundation
of Louisville
Louisville, Kentucky
Trisha Finnegan is the Senior Vice President & Chief Strategy Officer for the
Community Foundation of Louisville. During her tenure, she has innovated
processes and programs, established and extended relationships, and
elevated the foundation’s community engagement and investment efforts.
A Louisville-native, Trisha holds a B.S. in Business and Organizational
Behavior from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, where she graduated
magna cum laude and completed a graduate certificate in Design Thinking
& Innovation through the Darden School at the University of Virginia in 2018.
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Yolanda Meraz

Director of Community Investment, Stanislaus Community Foundation
Modesto, California
Yolanda Meraz is the Director of Community Investment at Stanislaus Community
Foundation, working to advance collaborative, systemic change to achieve a more
resilient and inclusive economy in Stanislaus County. Yolanda is also responsible
for crafting impactful charitable plans for donors and oversees all marketing and
digital communications for the Foundation. Prior to joining Stanislaus Community
Foundation, Yolanda worked as the marketing manager for one of the largest
Community Development Financial Institutions in the country. She is a graduate
of Universidad Iberoamericana in Mexico and her community involvement
includes serving on the boards of Self-Help Enterprises and Great Valley Academy.
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Marian Urquilla

Co-Founder, Center for Community Investment
Marian Urquilla serves as Principal of Strategy Lift, a national consulting
practice focused on coaching, strategy development, and large-scale
community change. Current and former institutional clients include the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Center for the Study of Social Policy,
the East Bay Asian Development Corporation, The Kresge Foundation,
and Strive Together. She also serves as a senior faculty member for the
Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Results Count program and is a co-founder
of the Center for Community Investment. As a consultant, Marian has
helped launch philanthropic initiatives focused on climate resilience,
community development and community health, and she has designed
a range of national leadership programs including efforts focused
on diversifying non-profit sector talent pipelines and strengthening
educational partnerships.
From 2008 to 2012, Marian served as Director of Program Strategies at
Living Cities, a national philanthropic collaborative. Prior to her work
at Living Cities, Marian worked for more than a decade at the local level
in Washington, D.C. There, she co-founded the Columbia Heights/Shaw
Family Support Collaborative where she served as executive director for
12 years. Recognized by the Rockefeller Foundation as a Next Generation
Leader, Marian has been a Mellon Fellow in the Humanities and an Annie
E. Casey Foundation Children and Family Fellow.

Robin Hacke

Executive Director and Co-Founder, Center for Community Investment
Robin Hacke is Executive Director and Co-Founder of the Center
for Community Investment. She brings more than three decades
of investment experience to the work, having served as director of
capital innovation for Living Cities, as a venture capitalist and strategy
consultant in the technology industry and as a public finance banker.
Most recently, Robin was a senior fellow at The Kresge Foundation from
2014-2016, where she researched and incubated a capital absorption
practice to improve the ability of cities to attract and leverage capital
for investment in public purposes and explore how philanthropy can
develop strategies to advance this goal. She has served as a Visiting
Scholar at the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, a consultant to
major foundations and a member of the Steering Committee for the
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston’s Working Cities Challenge.
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Kate Dykgraaf

Director of Leadership Development, Center for Community
Investment
Kate Dykgraaf is Director of Leadership Development at the Center
for Community Investment where she leads the Center’s leadership
development programs. Kate joined CCI in 2017 as Director of
Operations, managing events, budgets, grant reporting, and contracts.
Prior to joining the Center, Kate was Deputy Director of the White House
Council on Strong Cities, Strong Communities (SC2), piloting innovative
place-based technical assistance models in distressed cities. Kate also
managed more than $30 million in federal grants for the Sustainable
Communities Initiative and was a 2010 Presidential Management Fellow
at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Kate is
currently enrolled in the Executive Certificate Program in Leadership
Coaching at Georgetown University’s Institute for Transformational
Leadership. Kate holds a Master of Urban and Regional Planning from
Virginia Tech and a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and English from The
College of William and Mary.

Alex Castilla

Program Specialist, Center for Community Investment
Alex Castilla is a Program Associate at the Center for Community
Investment. Prior to joining the Center, Alex served as a Program
Assistant at the San Francisco Foundation where she supported the
implementation of the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Results Count
leadership development program, building staff capacity to be resultsoriented and data-driven as they strive to advance racial equity and
economic inclusion in the Bay Area. She brings additional experience
in nonprofit and public sector communications, having interned for the
Office of San Francisco Mayor Edwin M. Lee and the YWCA of Berkeley/
Oakland. Alex holds a B.A. in Media Studies and Psychology from the
University of California, Berkeley.
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Our Growing Network
We see leadership development as an essential
ingredient in transforming the community
investment field.
Across two cohorts so far, we have worked with
26 Fellows. Two-thirds of them are leaders of color,
representing cities and regions across the U.S.
And they come from a range of sectors, including
community health, community organizing, housing
and community development, philanthropy,
finance, and climate resilience.
This isn’t just a fellowship. We’re building a network
of leaders who are committed to advancing racial
equity and supporting disinvested communities to
achieve their environmental, social, and economic
priorities. We’re honored to be a part of igniting
lasting change acrosss the nation.

ABOUT THE CENTER FOR COMMUNITY INVESTMENT
The Center for Community Investment at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy works to ensure that
all communities, especially those that have suffered from structural racism and policies that have
left them economically and socially isolated, can unlock the capital they need to thrive. Our work
is supported by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, The Kresge Foundation, the John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, The California Endowment, and The Annie E. Casey Foundation.
centerforcommunityinvestment.org | @C4CInvest

ABOUT THE LINCOLN INSTITUTE OF LAND POLICY
The Lincoln Institute of Land Policy seeks to improve quality of life through the effective use, taxation,
and stewardship of land. A nonprofit private operating foundation, the Lincoln Institute researches
and recommends creative approaches to land as a solution to economic, social, and environmental
challenges.
lincolninst.edu | @landpolicy

OUR OFFICES
Washington, D.C.

Boston, MA

740 15th Street NW, Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20005

116 Huntington Ave.
Boston, MA 02116

